
The Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP
Prime Minister
10 Downing Street
London
SW10 2AA

Tuesday 23rd February 2021

Dear Prime Minister,

As survivors of the Holocaust, we know the trauma of genocide. We are deeply concerned
that the UK is not doing enough whilst the genocide against the Uyghurs worsens. We are
writing to you to invite you to meet with us ahead of the vote in the House of Commons on
the genocide amendment.

Any conscionable person cannot ignore that the Uyghurs in Xinjiang and other groups are
facing genocide. We are watching on as one of the most egregious crimes is unfolding before
our eyes.

On Holocaust Memorial Day, we were touched to hear you say: “Remember the lessons of
the Holocaust, including the times they have not been learned – in Cambodia, Rwanda,
Bosnia and Darfur.” Sadly, we are not learning the lessons of the Holocaust.

Going forward as a global Britain, the UK has a chance to be an international leader on this
issue. We in the UK have identified the problems at the UN and with the limited jurisdictions
of the international courts. Yet, we are proposing no solutions to these problems. The
obligation to prevent and punish genocide arises where the UK learns, or ought to learn, of a
serious risk that genocide will be committed. It is imperative that the UK makes a preliminary
determination of genocide whilst we still have time to act.

So far, “never again” has failed. It is proving to be an empty promise. The past 80 years have
been marred by the choice of inaction. We simply cannot continue as we are. Condemnation
is not enough.

Trade is not worth the price of a people. We simply cannot stand by when others remain
silent. We cannot stand by whilst we carry on business as usual. Please meet with us ahead of
the vote on the Genocide amendment to discuss the changes we urgently need to see.

We hope that you will accept our invitation, to ensure that we should never be in the position
of commemorating the Uyghur genocide in the future. The decision to mean “never again” is
in our and, as Prime Minister, your hands.

Thank you,

Ruth Barnett MBE
Dorit Oliver Wolff BEM


